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BIBLIOGRAPHY
• Born 1729 in Kamenz and died 1781 in Braunschweig

• He graduated at a first- class school

• 1746 he started studying Theology and Philology at the University of Leipzig

• Once their theatre academy had to stop, he left Leipzig

• Did his Magister at Wittenberg University

• He published 1759 his first books (Fables, Poetries, Dramas, Theatre criticism) 

• He became twice a member of a Nationaltheatre; first in Hamburg, afterwards in Mannheim

• 1776 he married Eva König

• 1777 they became a Baby Boy who died within 25h and his wife the following year

• “Nathan der Weise” is his most famous writing

• New synonyms were born, such as “Lessingsche” (short, simple, highly moral) and 
“Lafontainsche” (artistic)



HISTORY OF HIS FABLE THEORY
• Animals characterization of human beings 

• Time of enlightenment and circumstances in the society

• Represent always circumstances out of his daily life

• Lessing chooses specific animals within they adopt a specific human character

– Example: smart fox, powerful lion

• Moral of a Fable contains an occasion (in which reality accomplishs a new dimension)

– Fable Story starts that way

• Goal: to teach a moral message 

• His Fables are short, but meaningful, with high amount of reality
• Biggest influence, the Fable of Aesop

• Shows human actions against nature: tool to educate and teach



IMPORTANCE OF ANIMALS
• Aminal embodies a human character setting

– Characters of animals may also change due the change of occasion and situation

• Animals, because they represent the rule of instinct -> appropriated strategies for survival

• No use of miracles in his Fables

• What can we use from reading or listening to Fables?

– 1. tendencie to recognize meore readily the sort of character repressented by an animal specie

– 2. sensibilitx as a common trope of the distinctly German reception of Englightenment values



IMPORTANCE OF MORAL
• Moral is most likely applied to a specific case

– Example:  “Phaedrus, a former slave, praises the fable as a means for the oppressed to impart 
unwelcome truth to the powerful” (Lessing´s Abstract)

• Lessing had a brutality of struggle in his life

– Human struggeling: ‘homo lupus homini’

The perspective of the powerless, who can outwit, is one of his preferred Moral case



Comparison of Jean de La Fontaine 
and Gotthold Ephraim Lessing 
• La Fontaine lived in 17th century France, He used fables as a literature 

invention instead of real happenings, and his fables were written for the people 
at court 

• Lessing lived in the 18th century in Germany. Lessings fables were first of all 
sociocritical and part of the idea of the enlightenment, he wrote for all kind of 
people. 



 



 



 



 



Comparasion

• The End

• Message, moral

• Similarities – differences

• in the context of La Fontaines and Lessings background



Videos

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hACpLj0_EiA nice version

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acBV9MvgYhU – alternative end

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8rY0atHKBc – alternative moral (little indian boy)

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ataamAg4X8 – puppet show

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyhKEr39t1c – alternative meat instead of cheese 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hACpLj0_EiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acBV9MvgYhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8rY0atHKBc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ataamAg4X8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyhKEr39t1c
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